16          THE INDIAN STORY BOOK

his companions soon heard these stories and naturally
were very curious to see both the princess and the
bow; and as soon as the introduction to the king
had been effected by the magician, Rama asked for
the privilege of trying his strength on the wonderful
weapon.

So it was brought from the armoury on a cart
with eight wheels drawn along by a great company
of stalwart men. Rama raised it in his hands, bent
it and broke it, to the accompaniment of such a
deafening sound that the whole company rolled
head over heels in consternation and astonishment,
all of course except the magician and the royal com-
pany, who were much too dignified for such an
expression of wonder.

The king could not deny his beautiful daughter
to such a hero, if indeed he had wished to do so,
which he did not. Arrangements were therefore
made for the wedding festival, and brides were also
found for the three brothers of Rama, who had been
sent for post-haste as soon as the prince had proved
his strength with the bow. After the marriage,
which was conducted with equal solemnity and
rejoicing, the brothers returned to Ayodhya and the
magician took his way alone to the mountains to
spend his time in prayer, fasting, and contemplation.

II

The years went by swiftly enough, for Rama was
happy in his wife and his friends. Then came a